talents."   And " in the ancient languages he had
no superior in his class."

Cooper owned to having learned little at col-
lege.   When left to his own bent, his early love

" NEAR SHORES " OF NEW HAVEN.

for out-of-door life drew him to roam the hills
and explore near shores, and to his first view of
the grand old ocean, which later claimed his
tribute of service. For a boyish frolic in his
junior year the lad left Yale, and this incident
ended his college career. It is of record that
Judge Cooper took the boy's part against the
faculty version and brought his son home. Yet
something from his books James Cooper must
have gleaned, for there is a story of a young
sailor who, in some public place in the streets
of an English port, attracted the curiosity of the
[ 36]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